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EXAMINER'S AMENDMENT 
1. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 CFR 
1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no later than the 
payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview with 
Matthew K. Blackburn on 04/14/05. The application has been amended as follows: 

In the claims: 

Claim 1 . (currently amended) An image pickup apparatus comprising: 
a detecting device adapted to detect the quantity of variation resulting from the shift of a 
subj e ct: ring member : 

a lens shifting control device adapted to shift/stop image pickup lenses in the direction of 
their optical axis on the basis of the result of detection by the detecting device; and 

a power supply control device adapted to change the state of power supply to said 
detecting device; 

wherein said power supply control device restrains power supply to said detecting device 
when said image pickup apparatus is in an automatic focusing driving, and permits power supply 
to said detecting device after said image pickup apparatus has been brought to an in-focus state 
by the automatic focusing driving. 



Claim 4. (cancelled). 
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Claim 6. (currently amended) A power supply control method for an image pickup 
apparatus having a detecting device adapted to detect the quantity of variation resulting from the 
shift of a subject ring member and a lens shifting control device adapted to shift/stop image 
pickup lenses in the direction of their optical axis on the basis of the result of detection by said 
detecting device, 

the method having a control step of changing the state of power supply to said detecting 

device, 

wherein said control step restrains power supply to said detecting device when said image 
pickup apparatus is in an automatic focusing driving, and permits power supply to said detecting 
device after said image pickup apparatus has been brought to an in-focus state by the automatic 
focusing driving. 

Claim 9. (cancelled). 

Claim 11. (currently amended) A recording medium having stored thereon a control 
program for controlling power supply to an image pickup apparatus having a detecting device 
adapted to detect the quantity of variation resulting from the shift of a subject, ring member, and 
a lens shifting control device adapted to shift/stop image pickup lenses in the direction of their 
optical axis on the basis of the result of detection by said detecting device, wherein: 

said control program has codes of a control step of changing the state of power supply to 
said detecting device, 
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wherein said control step restrains power supply to said detecting device when said image 
pickup apparatus is in an automatic focusing driving, and permits power supply to said detecting 
device after said image pickup apparatus has been brought to an in-focus state by the automatic 

focusing driving. 

Drawings 

2. Figures 6-9 should be designated by a legend such as —Prior Art— because only that 
which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in compliance with 37 
CFR 1.121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. 
The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled "Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 
CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct any portion of the drawing figures. If the changes are not 
accepted by the examiner, the appUcant will be notified and informed of any required corrective 
action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

3. Claims 1, 3, 5, 6, 8, 10 and 1 1 are allowed in light of the Applicant's arguments and 
amendment. The following is a statement of the examiner's reasons for allowance. The present 
application relates to an image pickup apparatus having an inner focusing type or some other 
lens system and a power supply control method therefor. Regarding claim 1, the prior art fails to 
disclose that the power supply control device restrains power supply to the detecting device 
when the image pickup apparatus is in an automatic focusing driving, and permits power supply 
to the detecting device after the image pickup apparatus has been brought to an in-focus state by 
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the automatic focusing driving. Independent claim 6 is directed to a power supply control 
method and independent claim 1 1 is directed to a power supply control program for a recording 
medium, both of which include the novel limitations as described above. The claimed invention 
is therefore considered to be in condition for allowance as being novel and non-obvious over 
prior art. 

4. The prior art taken either singly oi- in combination fails to anticipate or fairly suggest the 
limitations of the independent claims, in such a manner that a rejection under 35 USC 102 or 103 
would be improper. Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on Statement 
of Reasons for Allowance." 

Other Information/Remarks 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jack Dinh whose telephone number is (703) 605-0744. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-T (8:30 AM - 6:30 PM). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Georgia Y Epps can be reached on (703) 308-4883. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Jack Dinh 




